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" MANDATORY REPORTER TRAINING
GHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
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¥resented by Cowlitz & Clark Gounty Child Advocates




WHY AWARENESS MATTERS

*foril is Child Abuse ¥revention ~ *Frevention starts with
Mounth community under stavding

* We all play a role i recoguizing = 4%
preventing, and reporting

| WY .
susptected child abuse and vieglect /“\I'R'n\ﬁﬁ;
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£S5 WHAT 1S GHILD ABUSE & NEGLEGT?

“fbuse or veglect” wicludes any act or failure to act that results in
harm or risk to a ohild's health. weltare, or sagety

o Physical harm

o Sexual abuse/exploitation

o Negligewt treatment or maltreatment
o Abandovment




REGOGNIZING SIGNS IN GHILDREN

Signs may include:
Unexplaivied wjuries or incousistent explavations
Extreme withdrawal or behavioral changes
Yoor hygjiene or unaddressed medical needs
fear of going home
Statements indicativig fear or unsage conditions .

No sivgle sigu cougirms abuse — look at pattervs and concerning behaviors.




NEGLEGT VERSUS YOVERTY

Yoverty

o lack of financial resources

o May impact.
> Housing stability
o fovess 1o food, dlothing, transportatio
o Ghildeare options

o Not caused by caregiver wwillnguess




NEGLEGT VERSUS YOVERTY

Negleot (Reportable Goncern)
o (aregiver {ails To provide for a dhild's basic needs whew able to
do $0 T
o |ncludes: =
o |nadequate supervisiov
o Tailure to provide ood, shelter, medical care, or education
o Abandonment or chrovic inattewtion




NEGLEGT VERSUS YOVERTY

What Mandatory Reporters Should Ask

o Is the caregiver willng but unable due to lack of resources? .
o Have supports or services been ogfered or acoessed?
o Is the child's sagety or well-being at immediate risk?

Yoverty = inability / Neglect = failure despite ability




+ ) Blind spots Challenge assumptions
; medousal000

>

Watch on (£ YouTube




CONSGIOUS AND UNGONSGIOUS BIAS

Couscious Dias

f bias you are aware of and
acting with nfewt.

BREAKTHE BIAS

Statistics show race avd poverty
related  disparifies dispropor-fionalify

impact child welgare.

Uncouscious Bias
f bias that you may vot be
aware you possess. T hese
beliegs are outside of a
Person S awareness.




SCENARIO #1 — 100D INSECURITY

f teacher notices a student {requently comes to school very hungry and
asks classmates for food. The child shares that there is “vot much food at
home right viow.” The caregiver has recently lost their job.

Does this situatiow rise to reportable vieglect?




SCENARIO #2 — LACK OF SUPERVISION

f 6-year-old is reqularly seen playing outside alovie late into the evening
Whew asked., the child says their caregiver is home but "busy sleeping.”

Does this situatiow rise To reportable veglect?




SGENARIO #£3 — HYGIENE AND CLOT HING

f student ogten comes to school in dirty clothes avd has a vioticeable body
odor. The gamily is currently lving in a car agter being evicted

Does this situatiow rise To reportable veglect?




&8 SCENARIO #4 — MEDICAL CARE

h child has a persistent, untreated ingection. The school has viotigied the .
varegiver mulfiple times, and low-cost/free clivics are available vearby, but -
the caregiver has vot sought care. -

Does this situatiow rise to reportable vieglect?
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WHEN IN DOUBT - GALL IT INY




WHO MUST REFORT

e School persovvel e (hild care providers

o Hedlthcare o law enjorcement ¥ & B
providers o Volunteers working "SRG =

* Social service withchildren ~ H8§ &
progessiovials

ANYONE can make a report if they reasonably suspect abuse.




WHEN TO REFORT

You must report immediately when you have reasonable cause to believe a child has
beew abused or vieglected

How To Reprt: X iy
DCYF Child fbuse Hotlive: . O3 ‘

1-866-363-4276 (1-866-END-HARM) AR S
(available 24/7) =

You may also report to local law engorcement 91 (emergevicy) 311 (non-emergevicy)




WHAT HAPPENS ATTER A REPORT

o DGYT or law engorcement soreevs the repor
o |{ screevied in av ivvest igation or assessmewt ocours
o Services maty be ogfered to support the family

B

o fotion is taken to evsure the child's safety ._
Reporting helps protect children and vonviects amilies to supports. Q @ g =



REPORTING IN NUMBERS

v 2023 there were 129,000 received reports.
85,000 of those reports were soreevied out.

G
205

This meauts 85,000 reports did viot meet the legal
degiviition of abuse and vieglect.

That does ot meaw that families do viot vieed support and resources.




SUYPORTING TAMILIES

Not all struggles require a report; some amilies may vieed support services .
such as: =

@ Parenting resources
() Concrete support (good. housing, healtheare)
@ Yarental stress support

These services help strengthen protective jactors and prevent harm.




HOW OUR GOMMUNITY GAN HELY

You don't need to be a progessional to help — you caw: E
* Learn the sigus =1

* Use your voice to report coviverus

* Support local families and caregivers

* Share prevention resources -

Cowlitz P\ Clark County
CH |. & %CH".D
ADVOCATES ADVOCATES
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